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Action Pyramid
Knowledge Rating Chart

The following words are parts of the action pyramid.  Read each word and check whether you don’t know it, you’ve heard of it, or you can define it.  If you believe you can define it, write the definition in the space provided on the right.

	#
	Word
	Don’t

Know

It
	Heard

Of

It
	Can

Define

It
	Definition

	1
	exposition
	
	
	
	This is the beginning of the story where the setting (time, place, context) and characters are revealed (‘exposed’).  In some cases, parts of the conflict may be revealed.
(Typically Act I in Shakespeare ‘s dramas)

	2
	rising action
	
	
	
	This is the part of the story following the exposition where the conflict is revealed and events lead to the climax.
(Typically Act II in Shakespeare ‘s dramas)

	3
	climax
	
	
	
	The climax is sometimes called the “crisis” or “high point”.  At the climax of the story, a decision is made, often by the main character, that determines the outcome of the story.
(Typically Act III in Shakespeare ‘s dramas)


	4
	falling action
	
	
	
	This part of the story shows what happens as a result of the climax.
(Typically Act IV in Shakespeare ‘s dramas)

	5
	resolution
	
	
	
	The end of the story is sometimes called the denouement.  At this point, the action of the story comes to a close.  Loose ends are tied up.  The problem is solved.
(Typically Act V in Shakespeare ‘s dramas)


Do you know the action pyramid?  If so, draw it in the space provided here at the bottom of the page:
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